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Kunisaki, Where ancient culture lives on to this day
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Japan Heritage
Kunisaki, the village where Oni became Buddha
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52451 Onie-men (Onie Masks)
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In the past, many temples in Rokugo Manzan frequently held Shujo
Onie. During these festivals, various Onie-men masks were worn, and
they would differ from temple to temple. Depending on their role,

Onie-men masks are divided into two types: "Ara-oni-men" and
"Suzu-oni-men" masks.

Kunisaki, the village where Oni (ogres) became Buddha, was recognized as a Japanese heritage after Kunisaki City and Bungotakada City jointly filed an
application in May 2018. In Kunisaki's virtually inaccessible steep cliffs, there are holes (daimasho) where it is believed that Oni (ogres) with terrifying
powers live. The Oni (ogres) of Kunisaki came to be regarded as incarnations of gods and Buddhas, and are thought to be beings who remove
misfortune and bring good fortune to people. Even now, Kunisaki's unique culture of praying to Oni (ogres) has been passed down from generation to
generation through traditional celebrations such as "Shujo Onie" a festival to pray for happiness and to drive away evil spirits that is held at Iwato-ji

Temple and Jobutsu-ji Temple during New Year every other year.
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L The six towns in the valleys spread out around

o Mt. Futago-san on the Kunisaki Peninsula are
~ called "Rokugo." On the sacred sites, where gods

e and Buddhas exist in perfect harmony, temples

L] 0 were built one after another as training grounds

for monks, and the spectacular Buddhist culture

m (Rokugo Manzan culture) flourished. The year

2018 marks the 1,300th anniversary of the
BB founding of the temple.
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ER I E RS BN TE AT & Db SIS L) A wealth of culture and traditions live on to this day in Kunusaki, such
P BARBEICRESN- RO e  EBELLL T EAESwe  as the ancient culture of Shinto-Buddhist syncretism (Rokugo Manzan

WET, e AN A R SRR Ui E LI B AT A culture) and Oni culture which has been recognized as a Japan
BB TS ‘ -~ heritage. The city has also produced many great pioneers, including
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Miura Baien.
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Kunisaki City has produced many remarkable pioneers who have achieved worldwide fame YEH\ETREEREN TS, EE
and greatness in various fields. Some of the prominent figures are Petro Kasui Kibe, a ARk SN MR 2 %
Christian priest who is said to be the first Japanese to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and LR ABTEET,

Miura Baien, a scholar of the Edo period who is also known as the Saint of Bungo.

At "Kunisaki Gaku" local children can enjoy learning about Kunisaki while also developing a love
and pride in their hometown.
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7N D ¢ 7_ ]\ In historic Kunisaki, there are many unique and traditional festivals that are a fusion of people, nature,
Festivals & Arts and faith. There are also many works of art here that draw from the power of the land and the new
sensibilities and fresh perspectives held by the artists.
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This drumming performance held at the Gakuniwa Hachiman-sha Shrine
in Musashi Town is done as a prayer for a good harvest and protection
against insects. It has been recognized by UNESCO as an Intangible
Cultural Heritage. A total of 49 performers wearing traditional grass
skirts are organized into three groups and dance for about an hour while
beating drums.
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The ceremony depicts a fierce battle using fire between "Kebesu", who
wear strange wooden masks, and "Toba", who are dressed in all white.
The origin of the fire festival is completely unknown, and it is held every
October at Kushiku-sha Shrine (Iwakura Hachiman-sha Shrine). It is said

that if you are showered with the sparks that the Toba spray at the end
of the ceremony you will be blessed with good health.
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Starting at the Kunisaki Peninsula Art Festival many contemporary works of art created
here began to capitalize on the beauty of the landscapes found here. Through these

works of art, we hope that you can connect and become one with nature while also
experiencing the history and charm of Kunisaki.
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The number of craftsmen, artists, and other artisans who have
moved to Kunimi Town has increased every year, and the town
has become known as "A town where artists gather." Various
works of art are created in Kunimi's many art studios.
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Food & Local Specialty Products
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Kunisaki City is home to a wide variety of seafood caught in the Iyo-nada Sea, as
well as unique delicacies found in the mountains and sea. In fact, in recent years,
the city has become increasingly recognized as a treasure trove of Italian foods
produced in the mild climate of the Seto Inland Sea, where rainfall is scarce.
Kunisaki's local specialties, which are a product of the strong bond that the local
people have with the land and climate found here, can be purchased at roadside
stations and elsewhere (see page 5).
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Sea & Mountains
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Revitalize yourself in the pleasant nature of Kunisaki
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Enjoy cycling around Kunisaki City while admiring nature and feeling the
gentle sea breeze. We also have a "Kunisaki Cycling Route MAP" so that
visitors can enjoy exploring the area.
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Kunisaki City Cycling Terminal
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You can rent touring bicycles from the Kunisaki Cycling Terminal
located at the Roadside Station Kunisaki. In addition to standard
bicycles, there are also power-assisted bicycles, road bicycles, and
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even children's bicycles with training wheels.

- J

i EeE SR

2’@7}(?@% Swimming Beaches

BiRH Y =X RO IWKIEHL. BRZWMR L a6 LsF v
TEDPTHEFICHDET. AIEEBVIBOERPILSD, FELD
SRANEFTCOAVY KB LI ENTEET,

Here in Kunisaki, there are many beaches that are popular during the
summer vacation season and campgrounds where visitors can enjoy
nature to the fullest. The beaches here offer spectacular views of white

sand beaches and blue ocean, and children and adults alike can enjoy a
relaxing swim in the ocean.

R P

B ¥ v > FHKIAS P REAEKIAS
o]
TY AR | B
Marine Sports (o S

I AHMBERAETIE SUP- A
Y7 -4 RY=T 4 RED
TV AR—YDPEBTE, FED
PHDETHERICELOET,
At Kunimi Seaside Park, you can
experience various water sports,
such as stand-up paddle boarding
(SUP), kayaking, and windsurfing,
all of which are safe for both
children and beginners.
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Kunisaki Peninsula Minemichi Long Trail
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On the Kunisaki Peninsula, monks have long practiced the
"Rokugomanzan Mineirigyo," a pilgrimage to sacred sites as
part of their ascetic training. Using the
Mineirigyo course as a base, mountain trails, and

walking paths have been remade and
maintained for visitors to enjoy.

WEICES>TEEZEZ B2 PR AV IXVICIEA S EW AL E T - Kunisaki is surrounded by a wealth of nature, including mountains
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The combination of a sawtooth oak forests and multiple reservoirs supports a
diverse agriculture, forestry, and fishery industry, including the production of
log-grown shiitake mushrooms and the only production of shichitoi in Japan, as
well as preserving a diverse ecosystem.
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